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BUILDING GLOBAL CIT IES

ASPA’s Evergreen Chapter and the Hyogo 
Administrative Policy Studies Association 
(HAPSA) honored a 10-year commitment 
of knowledge exchange by renewing the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between both groups this past August. 

The official signing of the MOU renewal 
included a seminar titled Earthquake 
Preparedness, Disaster Relief and 
Restoration of the Social Equilibrium: 
How Do We Get There From Her and 
a luncheon. The signing ceremony 
took place at St. Martin’s University in 
Olympia, Wash. The MOU was signed 
by Akio Kawanabe of HAPSA and the 
Hyogo Earthquake Memorial 21st Century 
Research Institute and Mary Van Verst 
of the Evergreen Chapter. Guests from 
Japan as well as members of the Evergreen 
Chapter and other invited guests also 
attended the ceremony. 

The seminar titled celebrated the 10 year 
history of the exchange between ASPA’s 
Evergreen Chapter and HAPSA that shared 
knowledge, experience and best practices.

The MOU anniversary and seminar 
coincided with the 50th anniversary 
of the Hyogo Prefecture of Japan and 
Washington State as sister-states. This 
celebration was marked by 300-person 
delegation, led by Governor Toshidzo 
Ido from Hyogo. Governor Ido and 
Washington Governor Jay Inslee renewed 
the longest formal friendship agreement 
between a Japanese Prefecture and an 
American State.  

The ASPA/HAPSA seminar was 
facilitated by Jim Mullen, former 
director of Washington State Emergency 
Management, and principal of EM 
Northwest Consulting. Matsuyo Makino, 
professor emeritus of the University of 
Hyogo, served as the commentator. Roy 
Heynderickx, president of St. Martin’s 
University and Senator Karen Fraser 
provided welcome messages. Both recalled 
that the site of the gathering was near 
the epicenter of an earthquake in the 
Nisqually Valley in September of 2001.  

Five seminar presenters came from the 
Hyogo Prefecture representing HAPSA.  
They included Machiko Banba of the 
Education Center for Disaster Reduction 
at the University of Hyogo; Masaya 
Shinbayashi of the Municipal Affairs 
Division with the Hyogo Prefectural 
Government; Yasuo Kawawaki of the 
International Environmental Management 
of Enclosed Coastal Seas Center; Shingo 
Kouchi, senior recovery expert, for the 
International Recovery Platform; Kozo 
Arakawa with the Asian Disaster Reduction 
Center and Akio Kawanabe, secretary-
general and member of the Representative 
Steering Committee of HAPSA.

Banba outlined the recovery status of 
the Great East Japan Earthquake while  
Shinbayashi spoke about the recovery 
based on retrospective partnerships 
between local governments.  

Kawawaki described the role of local 
community in recovery from the recent 

earthquake and Kouchi reflected on 
past disasters while asking the question, 
“what’s next?”  Arakawa described 
prevention and preparedness efforts 
for disasters and  Kawanabe detailed 
activities of a center in Kobe dedicated to 
remembrance called the Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake Memorial Disaster 
Reduction and Human Renovation 
Institute.

Washington State’s presenters included 
Chuck Matthews, senior regional solid 
waste specialist with the Washington 
Department of Ecology; Stephanie 
Jackson, veteran and project coordinator 
for the Washington Conservation 
Corps (WCC) – Department of Ecology; 
Phil Hansen, crew supervisor with 
the Washington Conservation Corps 
– Department of Ecology; and John 
Schelling, earthquake/tsunami programs 
manager with the Washington State 
Emergency Management Division.

Matthews presented on Washington 
State’s marine debris planning and 
response. Jackson gave an overview of the 
Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) 
as an AmeriCorps program based with 
the Washington Department of Ecology.  
Hansen detailed the WCC’s response to the 
tsunami debris clean up on Washington 
shores, as well as the response by WCC 
crews deployed to assist with clean up 
in New York and New Jersey following 
Hurricane Sandy.  Schelling outlined 
steps for building a more earthquake and 
tsunami resilient Washington State.

All of the seminar presentations are 
available on the ASPA Evergreen 
Chapter website:  http://www.
evergreenaspaonline.org/hyogo-
washington-50th-anniversary/

The renewal between ASPA’s Evergreen 
Chapter and HAPSA elicited particular 
interest from the University of Hyogo, 
which sent a cadre of faculty and 
administrators.   As a result of meetings 
that took place in August, Evergreen 
anticipates new exchanges between the 
University of Hyogo and St. Martin’s 
University, The Evergreen State College, 
and the Evans School at the University of 
Washington.

Members of HAPSA and ASPA’s Evergreen 
Chapter can reflect on 10 years of a 
successful MOU that has flourished largely 
as a grass roots endeavor and look forward 
to exciting endeavors in the future that 
continue to bridge public administration 
colleagues in the respective countries. 
There is also hope that the MOU will 
continue to build on the 50-year history of 
Washington and the Hyogo Prefecture as 
sister-states.

Mary Van Verst, Ph.D. serves as international affairs 
coordinator for the Evergreen Chapter, and is a program 
officer at the Washington Commission for National and 
Community Service. She can be reached at mary.vanverst@
ofm.wa.gov.
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