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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 
Board of Directors Meeting – Holiday Lunch at Wild Fin Grill in Tacoma 

MEETING MINUTES 
Saturday, December 16, 2017, 11:30 a.m. 

 
Participating: Lucky Anguelol, Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Yuko Saika, Mark Sullivan, and 
Mary Van Verst 
 
Not in Attendance: Aye Nay Abye, Crystal Chang, Liz DuBois, Kevin Harris, Jen McEwen, and 
Steve Percy 
 
This informal meeting during lunch began at approximately 11:50 a.m. 
 
President’s Report 
Mark reported on yesterday’s City Club event at the Marriott in Seattle.  Board members, Yuko, 
Crystal, Mark, and Steve, attended.  Mark felt that the event was relevant to our chapter 
membership, and worth our endeavor.  He predicts that after our chapter re-groups post the 
2016 ASPA conference in Seattle, having City Club as a partner will be good exposure for the 
Evergreen Chapter.  We were recognized in the program. There were about 300 people in 
attendance. 
 
Steve remarked that our relationship with City Club can help us share the work.  For $30, it was 
a nice opportunity to hear elected officials.  He wonders if it could be worth our while to 
purchase a table for future events. 
 
Mark has observed that people who don’t identify with our Chapter, do identify with ASPA 
(national).  We need to bring local ASPA members to our chapter and to our events.  It could 
take several years to build engagement.  With the program we have in place, we have a start. 
 
Currently, we need to find a winter event.  Liz’s contact fell through.  In the spring, we have an 
event with The Evergreen State College. 
 
If we buy a table at City Club, that could serve as one of our social events.  Steve noted that 
they also have their Civic Cocktail events. 
 
Discussion revolved around potential locations for future events.  The Seattle Public Library 
came up as an option, especially if the event is open to the public.  Mark reminded the group 
that Seattle University was already booked for January 26. 
 
Steve wondered if it would be conceivable to get a (big) sponsor for a year.  He recalled that 
Howard Shultz had written a “good government” letter before he retired.   
 
We discussed the fact that we don’t know much about our chapter membership.  Dave 
mentioned that we know those who have a Student Membership, but other than that, we don’t 
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have demographics.  Steve remembered we had talked previously about doing a survey.  As 
data-driven people, we should learn more about our members to help inform our programs.  
Mark suspects that ASPA members are connecting more with what national ASPA is offering.  
Increasing our student memberships could help build stronger connections and strengthen our 
relationships with schools. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dave sent a report prior to the meeting.  We have $8,544.17 in our checking account, and 
$101.25 in savings for a total of $8,645.43.  In PayPal we have $484.22.  Total of all accounts is 
$9,129.65. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Mary was appreciative of Crystal for taking the minutes at the November meeting.  Because 
Crystal had to leave the call early, Mark will be finishing up the November 14, 2017 minutes.   
 
Old Business  

a. Seattle Events Planning (Mark, AyeNay, Liz, Kevin):  
Mark reported that he is thinking of asking Kaha Arte, our newest board members, about 

speaking at our January 25 event at Seattle University.  She is with the NW Justice Project.  
Mary agreed that this was a good idea. 

Discussion moved to logistics: the cost if we serve alcohol, registration fees, whether there 
should be a cost break, or free admittance for board members who help with the event in some 
way, and if a portion of revenues should go to the school.  Mark said he would do some 
research to devise a pay scale for members, non-members, and students, and determine a 
registration mechanism.  At the previous event at S.U. about 30 people registered, but only 9 
showed up.  Asking people to pay will be our plan for firmer commitments of attendance. 

b. Washington-Hyogo Sister-State 55thAnniversary – Summer 2018 Joint Seminar 
Mary reported that she had good discussions with Hyogo Government leaders during her trip to 
Japan in November.  They are interested in a joint seminar between the ASPA Evergreen 
Chapter and the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies Association (HAPSA).  This will most likely 
be in mid-September of 2018 when a delegation from Hyogo comes to Olympia in celebration 
the 55th sister-state anniversary. 
 Mary proposed the topic of “Work-Life Balance”.  HAPSA officials said they could work 
with us on that topic.  Mark said he liked the topic, and knows some people who could be on a 
panel from the Washington side.  Mark motioned that the board will commit to sponsoring a 
seminar with our sister-state partners on work-life balance.  Steve seconded, and the board 
approved.  
 
Adjourn 
Mark adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:15 p.m.  Our next meeting will be on the new 
schedule of the second Tuesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. (January 9, 2018).  The call-in 
number is (605)-468-8024.  The PIN is 190247#. 
 
Minutes prepared by Mary Van Verst 


