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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 
Board of Directors Meeting – Conference Call 

MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017, 11:30 a.m. 

 
Participating: Lucky Anguelol, Aye Nay Abye, Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Crystal Chang, Liz 
DuBois, Jen McEwen, Kevin Harris, Steve Percy, Mark Sullivan, and Mary Van Verst 
 
Not in Attendance: Yuko Saika 
 
President’s Report 
Mark thanked everyone for accommodating the unexpected change in the call-in number.  (The 
number was changed by the conference call system as people were trying to call in).  Other 
items of Mark’s report will be reflected in upcoming items on the agenda. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dave sent a report prior to the meeting and noted to the board that there were no changes.  We 
have $9,232.33 in our checking account, and $101.25 in savings for a total of $9,333.58.  Dave 
said we still have a small amount in PayPal of $484.22 for a grand total of $9,817.80. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Mary reported that minutes from the in-person meeting on August 13 had been sent out.  There 
were no requests for changes.  Mary thanked Crystal for taking the minutes during that meeting.  
Motions were carried and the minutes from August 13, 2017 were approved.  Mary will request 
that they be posted on our chapter’s website. 
 
Old Business  

a. Seattle Events Planning (Mark, AyeNay, Liz, Kevin):  
Mark reported that we had agreed to focus on events in an educational setting for fall, 

winter, and spring.  Kevin had suggested a cross-sector collaboration/public-private partnership 
panel in the spring.  Liz and Mark would work on something for the fall and spring.  AyeNay had 
agreed to look into a venue at Seattle University. 

AyeNay reported that she had secured the Admissions Building at S.U. for the following 
Thursdays, from 4:00-10:00 pm: October 26, Jan. 25, and April 26.  She is working to have the 
fee waived, and feels confident that the proposal she submitted will be successful because the 
intention of the event series is to enrich students, and connect with people in the field of public 
service/administration.  AyeNay noted that the Admissions Building is a beautiful building with 
nearby parking. 

Steve asked if we could work with S.U. on publicity of the event and of our partnership, and 
also whether alcohol was allowed to be served to make the events networking opportunities, as 
well.  AyeNay answered, “yes” to both questions. 

Mark wondered if our by-laws allowed us to approve a vote via email in the instance that 
S.U. did not waive our fee, and we needed approval from the board to issue payment.  Steve 
responded that any business of the board could be conducted by email. 
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Kevin reported that he had received confirmation from the Evans School faculty for 
involvement in the spring on the public-private partnership panel.  While it sounds like S.U. is on 
board to provide the venue, Kevin offered to inquire about the Evans School as a back-up, if 
anything falls through.  He said that the auditorium at the Evans School holds 50-60 people, 
however the space is usually booked a year in advance. 

AyeNay said that the Administration Building at S.U. holds 40-46 people. 
Liz and Mark will connect to discuss the fall and spring events, and will let AyeNay know 

details.  Liz said she will check with the Film Festival for its schedule.  Mark remarked that our 
traditional event with the Mariners could occur in the spring. 

 
b. Olympia Events Planning (Mark, Mary, Lucky): 
Mark reported that he, Mary, and Lucky had met to decide on two events in Olympia.   
The first will be a botanical tour of the west Capitol Campus on Saturday, October 14, from 

10:30-noon.  He will send a flyer to the board later today, and then to the chapter membership in 
the evening.  Dave offered to send Mark the chapter roster today. 

Mary added that the tour is capped at 25 participants, and encouraged board members to 
register themselves and family members.  Friends can also join the tour.  This is being offered 
at no cost, with the tour given by the state’s horticulturalist, Brent Chapman.  Mary said she can 
vouch that it’s an interesting tour that includes the history of the grounds, and the work of public 
administrators in its preservation. 

Mark asked about getting the information onto LinkedIn and Facebook.  Mary asked Jen if 
she could note the event on our website. 

 
Lucky reported on the second event which will take place in April or May in conjunction with 

a symposium of the MPA Program at The Evergreen State College.  The topic will be “working 
in a partisan environment.”  Lucky will work with the faculty in planning the speakers.  The event 
will likely be at the Community Center in downtown Olympia. 
 
New Business 

a. Gift Donation for Visit to Hyogo Prefecture (Mary) 
After a subject introduction by Mark, Mary described her outreach to current and recent 

officers about her upcoming trip to the Hyogo Prefecture of Japan (our sister-state for 54 years) 
where she will be meeting with government representatives and also with staff and members of 
the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies Association (HAPSA), the organization with which we 
have had an MOU since 2003.  Mary is paying for this trip, herself, and is in the process of 
obtaining gifts to provide to individuals and groups.  She has asked the chapter for $300 to 
support this effort.  She said that initial response was supportive and that we would be taking it 
to the full board today. 

Liz and Steve added comments that it was important for our board/ chapter to continue to 
show outreach and gratitude to our colleagues in Hyogo.  Dave and Steve offered motions to 
have the chapter support Mary’s efforts at $300, and the board approved.  Mary said she would 
work with Dave on the transfer of funds. 

In addition, Mary reported that the correspondence referenced above generated interest 
among some current and former officers who indicated they would like to contribute personally 
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toward a wedding gift for our former student representative from Evergreen, Kiriko Takahashi.  
Individuals on the board who are interested in contributing toward a gift for Kiriko can contact 
Mary by email.  She will deliver the gift at the wedding on November 11 in Kobe. 

 
b. Washington-Hyogo Sister-State 55th Anniversary – Summer 2018 Joint Seminar (Mary) 
Mary explained that delegations from Hyogo come to Washington every ten years for large 

sister-state celebrations.  Members of our board and chapter have been involved in two major 
events, the 40th and 50th anniversaries.  The 50th anniversary was in the summer of 2013, during 
which our chapter organized a joint seminar on disaster preparedness and recovery.  At this 
time, we also renewed our chapter’s 10-year MOU with HAPSA. 

In July or August of 2018, a delegation will come from Hyogo to honor the 55th sister-state 
anniversary.  Mary has been informed that HAPSA and Hyogo government officials would like to 
have another joint seminar.  Mary said that we should begin planning this soon.   

Mary noted, that with Yuko on our board, we will benefit from her ability to work with Hyogo 
officials, and help determine who is currently expected to come to Washington State.  Yuko is 
also skilled in planning events, which will be very helpful to our chapter’s efforts. 

Mary would like us to consider topic options for the seminar, which she will have an 
opportunity to discuss during her visit to the Hyogo Prefecture in November.  Her initial thought 
is that we have had multiple seminars on the topic of disaster preparedness, the most recent 
being a joint panel discussion at the 2016 ASPA Conference in Seattle.  Though always 
relevant, given our mutual vulnerabilities to earthquakes, for example, Mary and Mark are 
inclined toward considering another subject of mutual interest. 

If anyone has topic ideas, they can let Mary know.  Mark added that we will also talk about 
this again in three weeks during our next call. 

 
Other Business 

Steve brought up the fact that the recent nomination and election process revealed 
some gaps in our processes.  Since our by-laws do not speak to how we perform these duties, 
some questions came up, and there were sometimes differences in opinions of board members.  
Steve and Liz agreed to work together.  They will make proposals for changes to the by-laws to 
include some guidelines for the annual process, after which the board will be asked to approve.  
Then the vote will go to the full chapter. 

Liz recalled from our previous meeting that a suggestion was made to talk with other 
chapters.  Dave suggested that she and Steve also look to Chapter Support at the national 
ASPA office. 

Mark will add “election reform” to the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Mark recalled that Dave said he needs a co-signatory on the chapter’s bank account.  As 

the new president, he feels it’s appropriate to take on that role. 
Mark asked about contact with the national ASPA office.  Dave had previously sent a 

note to inform the national office about the new officers, but given staff changes, the message 
may need to be reiterated.  Dave will follow up with ASPA and provide Mark’s preferred DVA 
email address. 
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Adjourn 
Mark adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m.  Our next meeting will be on the new schedule of the 
second Tuesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. (October 10, 2017).  The newly acquired call-in 
number is (605)-468-8024. 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Mary Van Verst 


