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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 
Board of Directors Meeting – Conference Call 

MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018, 11:30 a.m. 

 
Participating: Aye Nay Abye, Lucky Anguelol, Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Kevin Harris, Jen 
McEwen, Mark Sullivan, and Mary Van Verst 
 
Not in Attendance: Kaha Arte, Crystal Chang, Liz DuBois, and Steve Percy, and Yuko Saika 
 
President’s Report 
Mark reported that we now have Kaha Arte on the board.  She has a case at the moment; and 
will join us if she can.  Kaha has agreed to do a presentation at our chapter event on January 
25. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dave’s report reflected the bank statement through December 31, 2017.  We have $8,234.17 in 
our checking account, and $101.26 in savings.  In PayPal we have $484.22.  Total of all 
accounts is $8,819.65.  We have one outstanding check for $77.05 to cover the soft drinks and 
alcohol for our previous event.  Dave will send the report to the board. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Mary gave an overview of the notes taken at the in-person holiday meeting.  These notes were 
sent to the board on January 8.  No formal approval is needed.  For the November 13 meeting, 
Crystal took notes in Mary’s absence, and Mark finalized them.  Those minutes were sent in 
preparation for today’s call.  Motions were made, and the board approved the November 13, 
2017 minutes. 
 
Old Business  

a.  Seattle Events Planning (Mark, AyeNay, Liz, Kevin):  
Planning for 1/25/18 Learning Event in Seattle (Mark, AyeNay, Kaha): Mark led a discussion 

that ended in a decision to not serve alcohol this time.  This will save us about $150 that we’d 
have to pay for a server.  Aye Nay noted that we could save this money or purchase more food.  
For our previous event we paid $275 for food ordered for 25 people.  Unfortunately, only 8 
people of the 28 who RSVP’d, attended.  This time, Mark is expecting to get about 25 RSVP’s.  
Charging a fee to attend may help increase actual attendance.  

Mark will send the flyer to Kevin who will advertise at the U.W. 
Dave offered to contact the people who attended last time, and the no-shows to promote 

this event. 
Mary inquired if we would accept on-site registrations.  We can probably do this, but a 

mechanism was not decided upon.  The pre-registrations will help us know how much food to 
order. 

AyeNay said that the capacity of the room is 40 people, but it could actually fit more, if 
necessary. 
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Planning for Winter Social Event (all): Nothing is anchored yet.  Earlier, there had been a 
suggestion to cross-market with a City Club event, but no plans have been made.  A suggestion 
was made to meet at a local restaurant as we did last year.  We need someone to organize 
something in or around Seattle.  If anyone is willing, please let Mark and the board know. 

Planning for 4/26/18 Learning Event (Kevin): Kevin has been working with AyeNay and 
Lucky.  Justin Marlow, Lucky and a Seattle U faculty/staff will be included on a panel, with Kevin 
moderating.  The topic will be Public/Private Partnerships.  The idea is to pull in students and 
people from public and private sectors to discuss barriers to effective partnerships and what’s 
on the forefront.  Kevin said he could use some help on a flyer.  Mark offered Kevin a template 
he has used for three events. 

Dave asked if we have a student representative lined up yet from the U.W.  We don’t, but 
Kevin said that they are prepared to respond to a request. Mark tabled the discussion until 
February Board call. 

Planning for May 2018 Public Service Recognition Week (PSRW) Mariner event (all): Jen 
will check on dates and report at the next meeting. 

b. Olympia Events Planning (Mark, Mary, Lucky) 
Planning for Spring Learning Event (Lucky):  

Lucky reported that the topic will be “Leadership in Divisive Times”.  He has a keynote speaker 
lined up.  He’s looking for panelists.  Lucky plans to reach out to Liz and the Athena Group.  
Kevin offered to present on collaborative capacity building.  Mark is also willing to be a 
presenter. Lucky expects more details to be worked out within the next couple weeks. 

c. Washington-Hyogo Sister-State 55thAnniversary – Summer 2018 Joint Seminar 
Mary reported that she had good discussions with Hyogo Government leaders during her trip to 
Japan in November.  They are interested in a joint seminar between the ASPA Evergreen 
Chapter and the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies Association (HAPSA).  It will likely be in 
mid-September of 2018 when a delegation from Hyogo comes to Olympia in celebration the 55th 
sister-state anniversary. 
 Mary proposed the topic of “Work-Life Balance”.  HAPSA officials said they could work 
with us on that topic.  During the December board meeting, Mark said he liked the topic, and 
knows some people who could be on a panel from the Washington side.  The board agreed at 
the December meeting to commit to sponsoring a seminar with our sister-state partners on 
work-life balance. 
 
New Business 

a. Proposed $500-chapter donation to ASPA Endowment (Mark) 
Mark noted that discussion to date was that board members were inclined to spend our money 
on local initiatives rather than national ASPA initiatives.  In addition to J. Paul’s request to 
support the Endowment with $500, we have received a request of $500 from the U.W. to 
support an Alumni event at the Governor’s Mansion.  Discussion included a suggestion by 
Steve to give each $250, for a total of $500.  Dave remarked the sustainability of our treasury is 
in jeopardy.   

Mark felt it isn’t the right time for us to support the national organization, but also didn’t 
feel like haggling with the U.W., since they have already established sponsorship levels.  He 
was inclined to support the U.W. with their request, and also give at some point to the other 
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schools.  Dave reminded the board that each of the schools, and Portland State, had 
contributed to our awards event in May.  Kevin has already begun a conversation with Evans 
School Leadership, and feels we are on a good path of partnership.   

b. Proposed $500 sponsorship for U.W. Alumni Event at Governor’s Mansion 
Mark will resend an email regarding this request. 
A motion was made and seconded to not support the donation to ASPA, and to move 

forward with a donation to the U.W.  The motion passed with one opposed and one abstention. 
c. Proposed template for flyers/advertising (Steve) 

Steve said the template we have been using for our events provides information, but he doesn’t 
feel that it compels people to respond.  He asked if any board members are talented in 
designing flyers, or know someone who could help us.  We’ll have further discussion at the next 
meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
Mark adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m.  Our next meeting will be on the schedule of the 
second Tuesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. (February 13, 2018).  The call-in number is (605)-
468-8024.  The PIN is 190247#. 
 
Minutes prepared by Mary Van Verst 


